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The Vision for the Bramley Curriculum 
 

At Bramley we aim to equip pupils to make a positive contribution to 

society in the future through a rich, broad and engaging curriculum which 

inspires all pupils to learn through the acquisition of knowledge & skills 

with the school values of Love, Respect and Courage at its core. 

 

The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to 

promote learning, personal growth and development. It includes not only 

the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the range of 

learning experiences that we deliver in order for school to be a magical 

place of learning. We aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work 

and co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, to help pupils become the very best that 

they can be. 

 

At Bramley, our teaching and learning is focused on Nurturing, Growing, Developing and Delivering to 

ensure that our vision and values are woven into the fabric of the curriculum. We actively seek to grow a 

range of learning behaviours within our pupils to enable them to be successful not only in the classroom, 

but beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We aim for our curriculum to be: 

Love

Respect

Courage



 

ASPIRATIONAL 

Support all children in finding who they really are. Foster a ‘growth mind set’ and model determination and 

perseverance. Allow and include opportunities for children to experience what success feels like. Motivate 

them to become passionate about things they never knew. 
 

SATISFYING AND FULFILLING 

Plan, deliver and reflect on practice. Ensure that learning is ‘fun’ and that children are keen to learn more. 

Seek opportunity for children to learn about the world around them and maintain positive relationships. 
 

PROBLEMATIC AND CHALLENGING 

Create structures and constantly assess children’s performance. Use and apply open ended questioning and 

apply high order thinking tasks that allow children to solve problems. Embed such techniques into the 

curriculum and make sure there is opportunity for children to use resources and engage in high order 

thinking tasks. 
 

CREATIVE, CURIOUS AND INSPIRING 

Ensure that learning is vivid and real. Develop understanding through enquiry, creativity, use of 

technologies and learning behaviours. Foster thinking skills to make learning interesting and inventive. 

Create an effective environment; embed learning skills across a range of subjects, using a varied approach 

and a variety of learning techniques to maintain a ‘love of learning’. 
 

PERSONALISED, PURPOSEFUL AND RELEVANT 

Ensure both teaching and learning are well structured so that children know what is to be learned and how 

they learn best. Set clear targets, making every learning experience count. Develop confidence and self-

discipline; ensuring children understand and are aware of the learning process. Generate enthusiastic and 

resilient learners who strive to exceed their goals. 
 

INTERACTIVE AND COLLABORATIVE 

Embrace opportunity for children and teachers to work together. Make children active partners in their 

learning; sharing learning outcomes, using success criteria, reflecting on learning and giving feedback which 

enables them to understand what they need to do to be successful. 
 

SUPPORTIVE AND CARING 

Provide an inclusive education within a culture of support and high expectations. Work together to nurture 

and support children, ensuring they feel happy, safe and cared for in school. 

Starting School 
During the year preceding your child starting school, there will be a number of opportunities for 

you and your child to visit and build relationships with all staff.  

 

Your child will visit Foundation Stage, spending time in their new classroom, meeting other 

children and the adults who will be working with them as well as familiarising themselves with the 

new environment. Meetings will take place to give you further information and enable you to ask 

staff any questions about our school. Each family will also be given the opportunity for a home 

visit from our staff at the beginning of the school year. 

 



Foundation Stage  

The year your child spends in the Foundation Stage plays a major part in helping them make the 

transition between home and school. At Bramley Church of England Primary school our 

Foundation Stage classes work together as an Early Years Unit, mixing across the rooms and our 

extensive, outside area.  

 

During this year, the adults carefully plan activities to ensure all children encounter new 

experiences and extend their skills, develop their confidence and build on what they already know. 

Children deepen their understanding by actively investigating, initiating play and learning from 

their surroundings. These experiences will provide opportunities for your children to work towards 

their Early Learning Goals. 

 

The Foundation Stage 

children have their own 

statutory curriculum 

called “The Early Years 

Foundation Stage”. There 

are seven areas of 

learning and 

development, all are 

important and inter- 

connected. Three areas 

are particularly crucial for 

building their capacity to 

learn, form relationships 

and thrive. These three 

prime areas are: 

 

 

 

Communication and language  

Children need opportunities to experience a rich language environment both inside and outside the 

classroom; they need to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak 

and listen in a range of situations in their everyday lives.  

 

Physical development  

Children need to be active and interactive; they need to develop their co-ordination, control, 

and movement. They must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, 

and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 

 

Personal, social and emotional development  



This very important area covers helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and 

others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills 

and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to 

have confidence in their own abilities. 

 

At Bramley Church of England Primary school we will also support children in four specific 

areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas 

are: 

 

Literacy  

Encouraging children to link sounds and 

letters and begin to read and write. Children 

are given access to a wide range of reading 

materials to ignite their interest.  

We use a synthetic programme to enable 

children to acquire the phonic knowledge and 

strategies they need for reading and writing. 

Workshops will be provided to support 

parents and carers with this. 

 

Mathematics  

Children are provided with opportunities to 

develop and improve their skills in counting, 

understanding and using numbers, calculating 

simple addition and subtraction problems; 

and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures. 

 

Understanding the world 

Guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community is enhanced 

through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and 

the environment. 

Expressive arts and design 

 Children need to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as 

providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing thoughts, ideas and feelings through a 

variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology. 

 

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play and 

a mixture of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Play is essential for children’s development, 

building their confidence as they learn to explore, to think about problems, and relate to 

others. Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking part in play which is guided by 

adults. As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance will gradually shift 

towards more activities led by adults, to help children prepare for Year one. 



 

The Foundation Stage Team recognise the importance of parental partnership and are always 

happy to talk to parents and carers about their child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 1 and 2 Curriculum (Years 1 -6) 

 

English 

We aim for all our pupils to leave Bramley with high standards of language and literacy. We 

achieve this by developing their grasp of the spoken and written word, and nurturing their love of 

literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. 

 

Reading 

Reading is a fundamental skill for children to acquire and we are keen to equip children with the 

skills to be independent readers as soon as they are able.  Reading is taught to every child in some 

form every day, through both phonics and reading sessions and we aim to foster a love of reading.  

 

In Key Stage One we use a systematic scheme to teach phonics daily following the ‘Letters and 

Sounds’ programme from Foundation Stage onwards. During 

these sessions children are introduced to new sounds in 

order to de-code new words and recognise the more 

common words for both reading and writing. Each child 

is given a set of key words to learn at home when they 

are ready, which they will be tested on weekly in school. 

These are progressive and we encourage you to support 

your child by practicing these words regularly with your child. 

 

Later on, when reading is more fluent, daily reading 

sessions are used to provide children with key reading 

strategies to ensure a greater understanding of the text. 

Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge 

and to build on what they already know.The 

comprehension levels become progressively more 

complex and the children spend time in a group 

discussing the structure and language used by the 

author.  

 

In our school library, as well as in every classroom, we 

have a large collection of books which are varied in type 

and level. Children are also given the opportunity each 

week to borrow books from our school library to share at 

home with their family, promoting reading for pleasure.  

 

We ask that children read at home as often as possible with a parent or carer, either listening to 

stories being read to them or reading to adults will support their reading in school. 



Writing 

There is a strong link between learning to read and learning to write. Children first learn to write by 

making marks on paper and then developing letter formation. They are encouraged to express 

themselves through writing for a range of different purposes, across all areas of the curriculum, 

knowing that all of their attempts will be valued. During this time, they will be encountering new 

words and phrases: some of which will be displayed around the classroom. The experience of 

seeing words and phrases regularly around the school and at home helps to bring meaning to the 

written word. 

 

As their writing develops, children are taught to plan, compose, draft and punctuate their work. As 

they progress to Key Stage Two, the focus becomes writing longer texts and becoming consistent 

with their skills and their ‘writer’s voice’ throughout their work. They will write for a variety of 

purposes and audiences building on links made 

with other areas of the curriculum. 

Handwriting skills are developed across the 

school. Children can work their way right up to 

Mastery which reflects the age related 

expectations. This is achieved by showing the 

correct handwriting joins and style over several 

pieces of work. Children are awarded a variety 

of rewards including special pencils, certificates 

and even a fountain pen. 

 

Mathematics 

Confidence and skill in mathematics are essential throughout life and developing them is a priority. 

Through our mathematics curriculum we aim to ensure that all pupils:   

 Develop a positive attitude to mathematics.   

 Demonstrate mastery of mathematical concepts and are able to apply their learning in a 

range of contexts.   

 Become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, can reason mathematically and can 

solve problems by applying their 

mathematics to a variety of problems.   

 Acquire the necessary skills to 

become competent, creative and 

efficient users of Mathematics to 

prepare them for secondary school 

and to enable them to become 

successful in their lives.   

 Use the language of mathematics to talk 

and write about maths.   

 



The main areas of mathematics we teach are:  

 Number and Place Value  

 Calculation (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division)   

 Measures (length, weight, capacity and time)  

 Geometry (shape, position and direction)  

 Statistics  

In Foundation Stage, mathematics is taught through songs, rhymes, stories and practical activities. 

In Years 1 - 6 mathematics is taught daily. Children are supported using a wide range of resources 

and we aim to foster a positive attitude towards mathematics and to develop each child’s 

knowledge and understanding through challenging, rich and enjoyable tasks.  

 

Science 

 At Bramley, we are fascinated and curious about the world 

around us. We believe that everybody here is a scientist, and 

provide fun and meaningful opportunities for all our learners 

to explore. We discover more about how the universe works 

by observing, recording, testing, reporting, predicting and 

evaluating in practical and engaging ways. We believe it is 

better to discover together, so our science curriculum 

emphasises notions of collaboration and teamwork in order to 

investigate deeper and deeper. 

 

Geography 

We use studies on the school and local area as a 

starting point for our teaching of Geography. This 

is then developed in contrasting our environment 

with selected areas in the UK and further afield. 

Children enjoy learning how to draw and use maps 

and, in doing so, begin to identify landscape 

features. 

 

 

Music 

Music enriches the quality of life in all individuals and communities and is an essential part of our 

curriculum. In addition to singing and practical creative music making, using a wide range of 

instruments, our children enjoy many other valuable experiences, including opportunities to 

perform to an audience. As well as the learning of music within the curriculum, there is a range of 

opportunities to experience specialist teaching through external providers including violin, piano, 

guitar and Rock Steady in addition to extra-curricular clubs such as choir and orchestra. 



History 

We use the children’s own personal 

experience and an enquiry process to 

help them develop an understanding of 

the past and how it affects our lives 

today! By looking at artefacts, reading 

stories, studying pictures and 

interpreting accounts of the past, we 

encourage children to recognise the 

differences between past and present. 

This enables the children to 

comprehend why people did particular 

things and the impact of these. 

 

Art and Design 

Art and Design provides an opportunity for the children to express their creativity, individuality, 

ideas and feelings using a range of media. By teaching a range of skills, we aim to develop the 

children’s confidence and enable them to take pleasure in their own abilities. The children are also 

introduced to the work of artists from different times and cultures.  

 

Design and Technology 

In design and technology children find out how familiar things work, and talk about, draw and 

model ideas for new purposeful products. They are encouraged to think imaginatively and talk 

about their likes and dislikes. They work collaboratively to solve problems, developing a range of 

‘design, make and evaluate’ skills. 

 

P.E and School Sport 

Physical Education is thoroughly enjoyed by the 

children and is a very important part of the 

curriculum. Through PE children become aware of 

their own body and learn to control their 

movements. It creates a healthy, balanced way of 

living.  Children take part in gymnastics, dance, 

swimming, games and athletics sessions. Our PE 

curriculum sets challenging expectations, whilst 

allowing all children to achieve success. We aim 

to develop positive attitudes towards co-

operation and competition. 

As well as the PE curriculum, we offer a wide range of extra-curricular sports, many of which 

include the opportunity to represent the school in competitive fixtures. 



Computing  

Here at Bramley we believe that in order to 

prepare children for the world of tomorrow they 

need to not only be safe and competent users of 

technology but that they also need to be digitally 

literate in order to face the challenges that an 

increasingly technological world can throw at 

them. Bramley children will not only learn about 

technology but will have opportunities to use and 

experiment with a wide range of physical and 

virtual resources including Lego WeDo2 robotics 

kits, digital microscopes and data loggers. We are also using iPads across the school to enhance 

their learning in other curriculum subjects. 

 

PSHE 

Personal, Social and Health Education (P.S.H.E) 

comprises all aspects of our school’s planned 

provision to promote children’s personal and 

social development, including health and well-

being. We believe that children will achieve their 

full potential in an environment which promotes 

positive relationships and high self-esteem. 

Through lessons using circle time and P4C 

(Philosophy for Children) children explore their 

thoughts and emotions about wide ranging issues. 

We encourage children to reflect using our school values and link everything back to the role they 

play ensuring that they go on to make a positive contribution to the world. 

 

Religious Education  
The programme is based upon the Hampshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education Living 

difference III. It is taught through termly topics in which children learn about Christianity and other 

world faiths. Religious festivals are explored with the children to ensure that they develop 

understanding and that there is clear progression of learning. RE is also linked with other 

curriculum areas covering knowledge and understanding of religion, awareness of life experiences, 

exploring and responding. Children are encouraged to make wise choices and to become aware of 

their own values. Through opportunities to appreciate different ideas, beliefs and cultures, children 

are encouraged to develop responsibility, co-operation, self-discipline and tolerance. 

 

We recognise that parents have the legal right to withdraw their child from RE and Collective 

Worship. If you have any concerns, please come and discuss them with us. 



Outdoor Learning at Bramley  

At Bramley, we place a strong emphasis on taking education 

outdoors to offer children unusual and fun ways of learning. 

Outdoor learning provides an alternative way to teach 

children a diverse range of topics in a non-classroom 

setting.  This allows our teaching staff to incorporate age-

appropriate activities, which are linked to their academic 

development, covering subjects such as maths, science, 

design and technology, art and biology.  Activities include 

bridge-building, learning about local wildlife, creating art 

from natural materials, developing sensory skills, fire safety 

and story-telling and reading.  

  

Our Outdoor environment  

At Bramley we are lucky to have beautiful extensive grounds that we are able to use to help the 

children to learn. We have a large playground, a growing garden (new for 2019),  a sensory garden 

(new for 2018), a large field, an adventure playground and our forest area.  

 

Forest School at Bramley 

We are very lucky to have a level 3 qualified Forest School member of staff at Bramley. This 

enables children from year R – 6 to have Forest School experiences through the year. These 

experiences include tree climbing, fire lighting, use of tools, pond dipping, bug hunts and many 

more fantastic experiences. 

 

 

 

 
 


